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***FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE***

STATEMENT ON ATTEMPTED ICE RAID AT WIN HOMELESS
SHELTER IN EAST NEW YORK

(NEW YORK, NY) - Joshua Goldfein, Staff Attorney in the Homeless Rights Project at The Legal Aid
Society, issued the following statement today in response to reporting in the New York Daily News that
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) attempted to raid East New York’s Women In Need (WIN)
homeless shelter:

“We condemn this attempt by ICE to intimidate and target the most vulnerable of immigrants, those who are
experiencing homelessness. The response by WIN shelter staff when confronted by ICE agents who did not
have a judicial warrant is an excellent example of effective protocol and we laud their effort and success in
protecting their residents. While this raid attempt failed and no one was arrested, it is imperative to remember
that allowing ICE agents to enter into any space can result in collateral arrests and additional individuals, even
those not listed on a warrant, can be pulled into the deportation dragnet.

We urge other City shelters and immigrant communities to remain on high alert, and we will continue educating
and preparing our clients and all immigrant New Yorkers to know their rights during encounters with ICE.”
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The Legal Aid Society exists for one simple yet powerful reason: to ensure that New Yorkers are not denied
their right to equal justice because of poverty. For over 140 years, we have protected, defended, and advocated
for those who have struggled in silence for far too long. Every day, in every borough, The Legal Aid Society
changes the lives of our clients and helps improve our communities. https://www.legalaidnyc.org
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